FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE           *Jl
The transport arrangements were very im-
perfect. There was a scarcity of shipping, and
the vessels which the Government was able to
charter were not properly used. The tiwps in
the Crimea suffered severely from lack of sup-
plies. Often the provisions that reached them
from England were uneatable. Many of the
men had, come from garrisons in warm climates ;
now they were in the grip of a severe Crimean
winter with clothes suitable only for sunny lands.
The clothing sent from England was insufficient
in quantity and shoddy in quality- Boots were
much in demand, and great satisfaction was ex-
pressed at the news of a cargo from home. But
the boots turned out to be for the left foot only !
A great wind swept away the tents and stores
of the allies on the field, and several vessels in
the Black Sea, which were bringing supplies to
the British, were sunk in the storm.
The hospitals at Scutari were also starved of *
supplies as a result of gross mismanagement.
The authorities could not prevent the loss of the
PrizKe, a vessel with a large cargo of medical
stores, but they could have obviated other dis-
asters. Goods intended for Scutari were loaded
into the bottom of the hold of ships which abo
carried freight for the Crimea. The vessels would
not unload all their cargo to get at the supplies
for Scutari, and so went on to Balaclava; the
stores were dumped in Balaclava Harbour, or
brought back on the return voyage-in either
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